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Salem Maritime National Historic Site
Saugus Iron Works National Historic Site

Essex National Heritage Area



Essex 
County



Essex National Heritage Area

• Settled in 1623

• 500 square miles  

• 34 cities and towns

• 723,000 residents

• High concentration 
of resources



High prices of 
land and 
housing

No regional 
government

Challenges

Traffic and 
congestion

Economic 
and 

development 
pressures



Four 
Landscapes



Rocky Coasts 
& Harbors



Marshlands & Beaches



Merrimack River Valley



Farms & 
Forests



Three 
Themes

Industrial 
Revolution

Maritime History

Early Settlement



Early 
Settlement



Maritime 
Era



The Industrial Revolution



Salem Maritime National Historic Site



Derby Wharf in 1890s



Derby Wharf cleared



Wharf 
Condition 

1990



Derby Wharf

Interpretive plan

Site plan



City as the Park





Region as the Park





National Park Service 
Regional Visitor Center





10 regional 
visitor 

centers









The 
Heritage 
Area was 

established 
in 1996



Legislation
Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act 1996

Area 
created in 
perpetuity

Management 
entity

Funding

Key 
directives



Essex National 
Heritage Commission

• Board of Trustees

• Board of Commissioners

• Ex-Officio Commissioners

• Non-profit
Management entity for the Essex National Heritage Area



Mission

To preserve and enhance     
the historic, cultural and      

natural resources of          
Essex County, MA



Programs



Preservation









Education









Outreach



Unified Sign System



Events





Explorers





Partnerships



Future direction
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